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Falkland, Northwest identied for Restart program
BY SHARIEKA BOTEX

The Daily Reector

LEWIS LENKER

Pitt County Schools
plans to submit applica-
tions for two elementary
schools to implement
models that will offer
more resources and exi-
bility to help meet stu-
dents’ needs.

Ethan Lenker, superin-
tendent of Pitt County
Schools, presented infor-
mation on the Restart Re-

form Model during last
week’s Pitt County Board
of Education workshop.

Lenker said applications
will be submitted for Falk-
land and Northwest ele-
mentary schools. The idea
of the program is to give
the school system the op-
portunity to be more exi-
ble with funding, people
and curriculum so they can
remold the schools.

Travis Lewis,
spokesman for Pitt County

Schools, said the two
schools were designated
by the state as low-per-
forming, which is a quali-
cation for consideration

for the Restart model.
“As such, we are seeking

to utilize the restart model
to provide these two
schools with more re-
sources and greater exi-
bility to meet the needs of
their student,” Lewis said.

If approved, the 2017-18
school year would be a
planning year, the would
be implemented for the
2018-19 school year, Lewis
said.

Falkland Elementary

School has a D for a
school grade, and North-
west has an F, according
to Lenker. The exibility
provided by the applica-
tion gives the schools a
chance to work on areas
of improvement.

Among the considera-
tions are starting schools
earlier or later and whether
to hire teachers or teacher
assistants, Lenker said.

“It allows us the ability
to go in and give them fo-

cus and be creative with
what we have to do,”
Lenker said. “It does not
mean people get red or
anything like that. It allows
us to go in, if we want to
hire teachers instead or
teacher assistants we can
do it.”

Contact Sharieka Botex
at 252-329-9567 and sbo-
tex@reector.com. Follow
her on Twitter
@ShariekaB.

Lawsuit
unleashed
on dog food
companies
Lawyers say prescription dog food
doesn’t contain any medicine.

See LAWSUIT, A5

BY BETH VELLIQUETTE
The Daily Reector

EVANS

Some of the largest pet food suppliers
in the country have been overcharging
pet owners by charging more for pre-
scrip-tion dog food when it doesn’t actu-
ally include any medicine, according to
a Greenville lawyer who is working on a
class-action lawsuit against those pet
food manufactures.

Lynwood Evans, a
lawyer at Ward and
Smith P.A.’s Greenville
ofce, is working on
the lawsuit along with
other Ward and Smith
attorneys in Willming-
ton, as well as attorneys
in San Francisco, Min-
neapolis and Atlanta.

The lawsuit, led in
U.S. District Court in the Northern
District of California last fall, is a class-
action lawsuit and was led against
Mars Petcare U.S. Inc.; Royal Canin
U.S.A. Inc.; Nestle Purina Petcare Co.;
Hill’s Pet Nutrition Inc.; Petsmart Inc.;
Medical Management International Inc,
which does business as Baneld Pet
Hospital; and BluePearl Vet. LLC.

The lawsuit claims that the prescrip-
tion dog foods include: Hill’s Prescrip-
tion Diet, Purina Pro Plan Veterinary Di-
ets, Royal Canin Veterinary Diet and
Iams Veterinary Formula.

The suit claims that the dog food
companies sell prescription dog foods
that do not actually contain any
medicine or other ingredients that
would require a prescription.

“In selling prescription pet food, de-
fendants are taking advantage and be-
traying the trust of vulnerable pet own-
ers concerned about the health of their
pets, and are preying on the known
propensities of consumers to love their
pets and trust their vets,” the suit states.

Their marketing and labeling is de-
ceptive, collusive and in violation of fed-
eral antitrust law and various state con-
sumer-protection laws, the suit states.

The ingredients is the prescription
dog food are the same as non-prescrip-
tion dog food, but pet owners are paying
much more for it than non-prescription
food, Evans said.

Facing high cost of health

Giveaway helps people get needed medications

PHOTOS BY JULIETTE COOKE/THE DAILY REFLECTOR

MedAssist volunteer Queajia Holley, right, goes through the bag of over-the-counter medications she gathered for
Melissa Arrington during a program in which a nonprot medical group gave away medications to Greenville residents
in need on Saturday.

See OTC, A5

BY GINGER LIVINGSTON
The Daily Reector

Volunteers organize their assigned patient’s bags of
donated over-the-counter medications.

The cost of over-the-
counter medicine is an over-
looked topic in the ongoing
debate about health care, ad-
vocates say.

Such medications often
are the rst line of treatment
doctors turn to when helping
patients with health condi-
tions ranging from allergies
to heartburn.

But with a 45-count pack-
age of Claritin, a non-drowsy
allergy treatment, costing $26
and the heartburn medicine
Zantac costing $25 for a 65-
count pack-age, some people
spend as much money out of
pocket purchasing these
drugs than similar prescrip-
tion medicines.

The struggle many
Greenville-area residents
face trying to keep their
medicine cabinets stocked
showed up en force on Satur-

day when more than 800 peo-
ple par-ticipated in N.C.
MedAssist's Over the
Counter Medicine Give Away
Day — many arriving hours
before the event opened its
doors at Koinonia Christian
Center. The effort gave about
$100 worth of free medicine

to each person who attended.
“No one should go without

medicine, and this program is
enabling us to reach those
who are unaware of our ser-
vices,” Lori Giang, N.C.
MedAssist executive direc-
tor, said.

The event was hosted by

Access East and Koinonia;
Vidant Health Foundation
sponsored the event, which
made $120,000 worth of
medicine available.

Participants received a
form listing available
medicines and selected the
10 they needed most. Volun-
teers then “shopped” for the
items, collecting them from
the stacks set up in another
room. Volunteer pharmacists
and other medical personnel
were on hand to answer
questions, Young said.

The categories included
cough, cold and u; allergy;
pain relief; digestive aids; lax-
ative and hemorrhoid treat-
ments; skin treatment; family
planning products; sleep
aids; children's medicine; and
vitamins.

“We are nding that our
patients and our participants
want to be preventative, they
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For example, a 25-
pound bag of prescription
dog food could cost up to
$100, he said.

“When you tell someone
that a prescription is re-
quired, that means some-
thing to consumers,”
Evans said. “They believe
it’s necessary for their pet’s
health. They’re willing to
pay the price difference be-
tween the non- prescrip-
tion and the prescription
food, when in reality there
are a no drugs in the food
and they’re basically the
same as the non prescrip-
tion food.”

The lawsuit claims that
the Baneld Pet Hospital has
about 900 veterinary centers
in PetSmart’s 1,145 stores in
the United States. It is the
largest veterinary chain in
the United States and em-
ploys about 3,200 vets, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

Mars owns about 79 per-
cent of Baneld Pet Hospital,
and PetSmart owns about 21
percent, according to the
lawsuit. Mars also owns Blue
Pearl Vet Hospital, which has
50 locations and 600 veteri-
narians.

The food companies are
connected to the veteri-
nary hospitals that pre-
scribe the food, Evans
said.

“They manufacture the

food. They are dictating
the prescriptions require-
ments. They are employing
the vets who prescribe the
food, which is more expen-
sive,” he said.

The lawsuit began in
eastern North Carolina,
and several of the plaintiffs
live in the region. Other
plaintiffs live in eight other
states, he said.

“The idea was born
here,” Evans said.

Because Ward and
Smith is taking on some of
the largest dog food manu-
facturers in the world, it
has added other law rms
in other states, with differ-
ent types of expertise, to
work on the lawsuit, he
said.

The lawsuit demands
that the pet food compa-
nies be ordered to stop fur-
ther deceptive distribution,
marketing and or sales
practices with respect to
prescription pet food; that
they disgorge all or part of
their ill-gotten prots for
the benet of the plaintiffs
and class members; award
three-fold damages, pay
compensatory, statutory,
exemplary and punitive
damages and pay attorney
fees.

People who have pur-
chased the prescribed pet
foods during the past three
years may be eligible to
join the class action law-
suit. Call 844-321-9425 for
more information.

OTC
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MedAssist volunteer Jordan Baskett helps Zenisha
Harris ll out her medical information during a
program to give away over-the-counter medication to
Greenville residents in need at Koinonia Christian
Center on Saturday.

want to have those vita-
mins, they want to take
that allergy medicine be-
cause they don't want to go
to emergency room,”
Young said.

“But a bottle of sh oil
(which contains Omega-3
fatty acids, nutrients im-
portant in managing heart
disease) can cost up to
$25,” she said.

The event was supposed
to start at 9 a.m., but when
N.C. MedAssist staff and
volunteers arrived at 7,
people already were wait-
ing in their cars; by 7:30, a
line was wrapping around
the corner of the building.
The decision was made to
open the doors at 8:30.
Within the rst hour, more
than 50 people had re-
ceived their medicine, and
another 200 were lling out
the forms.

“I'm here to get medicine
for cough and cold and u
and children's medicine,”
said Melissa Arrington,
who runs the Little Willie

Center with her husband,
Marvin Arrington.

“I have two kids and one
on the way, and this de-
nitely helps us out nan-
cially,” Arrington said. “I've
had at least ve trips to the
pharmacy or doctor's of-
ce this year. It's every-
body in the house.”

Arrington said she and
her husband coach the
families they work with to

nd services offered for
free or lower costs so they
can put the money they
save toward other house-
hold expenses.

“Everybody's on a bud-
get,” she said. “Who
doesn't want to save? This
is a great opportunity to
save.”

Leonard Richardson of
Greenville said he and his
wife use coupons when-

ever possible to purchase
over-the-counter medicine.
The giveaway was a great
opportunity to get more ex-
pensive items such as
coenzyme Q10, a supple-
ment believed to treat high
blood pressure and choles-
terol.

Richardson said the size
of the crowd surprised
him, especially because a
majority of individuals
were senior citizens.

“There are a lot of peo-
ple struggling nancially.
They need help because
they don't have insurance,”
Richardson said.

N.C. MedAssist received
the medicine from Second
Harvest Food Bank. The
drugs mainly come from
retailers who have to re-
move products because
the drug manufacturers
have changed the packag-
ing or because they were
not selling in certain loca-
tions, Young said.

Saturday's event was the
second community
medicine giveaway in three
years, and 824 people re-
ceived medicine. Allergy
medicine was the rst to

run out, Young said, not
surprising given the early
start to spring.

But some medicine re-
mained at day's end, and it
was given to Access East
for use in its programs that
provide free and reduced
health care, Young said.
Leftover volunteer supplies
— which included break-
fast and lunch food items
and bottles of water —
where donated to Commu-
nity Crossroads Center,
Young said.

At the rst OTC event
held in Pitt County in the
spring of 2015, NC MedAs-
sist served 320 people.

“Through the OTC part-
nership, we will be able to
reach more and more indi-
viduals and educate them
on our free pharmacy pro-
gram resources,” Giang
said.

MedAssist offers three

programs that address the
needs of children and
adults: the Free Pharmacy
program, the Over-The-
Counter Medicine pro-
gram, and the Senior Care
program. MedAssist dis-
penses more than $39 mil-
lion worth of free prescrip-
tion medication to 14,000
low-income North
Carolinians each year.

Last scal year, N.C.
MedAssist distributed
more than $1.9 million dol-
lars of donated OTC medi-
cation to North Carolina in-
dividuals and clinic part-
ners. This scal year, the
organization plans to dis-
tribute more than $2 mil-
lion. For more information
on the OTC Program and
N.C. MedAssist, visit
www.medassist.org.

Contact Ginger Liv-
ingston at glivingston@re-
ector.com.

NAIROBI, KENYA

Six aid workers ambushed, killed
Six aid workers were ambushed and

killed in South Sudan, the deadliest attack
on humanitarian workers since the East
African nation’s civil war began in 2013.

The attack took place Saturday on the
road from Juba, the capital, to Pibor,
where there have been recent reports of
ghting, said Eugene Owusu, the top
U.N. humanitarian ofcial in South Su-
dan in a state-ment issued Sunday. He did
not identify the nationalities of the aid
workers or their organization.

“At a time when humanitarian needs
have reached unprecedented levels, it is
entirely unacceptable that those who are
trying to help are being attacked and
killed,” said Owusu.

The ambush is the latest of several at-
tacks on aid workers in South Sudan,
which is one of the largest humanitarian
crises in the world. At least 12 aid work-
ers have been killed so far this year.

MOSCOW
Corruption protests sweep Russia

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Police detain a protester in downtown
Moscow on Sunday.

Thousands of people crowded into
Moscow’s Pushkin Square on Sunday for
an unsanctioned protest against the Rus-
sian government, the biggest gathering in
a wave of nationwide protests that were
the most extensive show of deance in
years.

State news agency Tass cited Moscow
police as saying about 500 people were ar-
rested.

Alexei Navalny, the anti-corruption
campaigner who is leading the opposition
to President Vladimir Putin, was arrested
while walking from a nearby subway sta-
tion to the demonstration at Moscow’s
iconic Pushkin Square.

Navalny and his Foundation for Fight-
ing Corruption had called for the protests,
which attracted hundreds or thousands in
most sizeable Russian cities, from the Far
East port of Vladivostok to the European
heartland including St. Petersburg.

The protests were the largest coordi-

nated outpour-
ings of dissatis-
faction in Russia since the massive 2011-
12 demonstrations that followed a fraud-
tainted parliamentary election.

Police estimated the Moscow crowd at
about 7,000, but it could have been larger.
The 2.5-acre Pushkin Square was densely
crowded as were sidewalks on the adja-
cent Tverskaya Street.

CAIRO

Egypt sentences 56 in boat case
An Egyptian court has sentenced 56

defendants in the case of a boat carrying
migrants that capsized off the coastal city
of Rosetta in September, killing more
than 200 people.

The defendants, who faced charges of
involuntary manslaughter, fraud, and
harboring defendants among other
charges, were sentenced to as much as
13 years.

The Europe-bound boat was carrying
between 400-600 people including Egyp-
tians, Africans and Syrians. Of that total,
rescue workers were able to save 164
people.

The sea route from Egypt to Europe
has become increasingly popular for mi-
grants, and many of the Egyptians who
were on board the boat were unescorted
minors or single men in their early 20s.

From Associated Press reports

Trump signals new openness to Democrats
BY HOPE YEN
Associated Press

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Speaking on “Fox News Sunday,” White House Chief of
Staff Reince Priebus made clear that President Don-
ald Trump would be seeking support from moderate
Democrats for upcoming legislative battles.

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump on
Sunday attacked conserva-
tive lawmakers for the fail-
ure of the Republican bill
to replace former Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s
health care law, as aides
signaled a greater willing-
ness to work with moder-
ate Democrats on upcom-
ing legislative battles from
the budget and tax cuts to
health care.

On Twitter, Trump com-
plained: “Democrats are
smiling in D.C. that the
Freedom Caucus, with the
help of Club For Growth
and Heritage, have saved
Planned Parenthood &
Ocare!”

The Freedom Caucus is
a hard-right group of more
than 30 GOP House mem-
bers who were largely re-
sponsible for blocking the
bill to undo the Affordable
Care Act, or “Obamacare.”
The bill was pulled from
the House oor Friday in a
humiliating political defeat

for the president, having
lacked support from either
the conservative Republi-
cans or Democrats.

Trump initially focused
his blame on Democrats
for the failure and pre-
dicted a dire future for the
current law.

But on Sunday, his aides
made clear that Trump
would be seeking support
from moderate Democrats,
leaving open the possibility
he could still revisit health
care legislation. White
House chief of staff Reince
Priebus scolded conserva-
tive Republicans, explain-
ing that Trump had felt
“disappointed” that a
“number of people he
thought were loyal to him
that weren’t.”

“It’s time for the party to
start governing,” Priebus
said. “I think it’s time for
our folks to come together,
and I also think it’s time to
potentially get a few mod-
erate Democrats on board
as well.”

As he ponders his next
steps, Trump faces deci-
sions on whether to back

administrative changes to
x Obamacare or under-
mine it as prices for insur-
ance plans rise in many
markets. The president
tweeted a promise of
achieving a “great health-
care plan” because Oba-
macare will “explode.”

On Sunday, Priebus did
not answer directly regard-
ing Trump’s choice, saying
that xes to the health law
will have to come legisla-

tively and he wants to en-
sure “people don’t get left
behind.”

“I don’t think the presi-
dent is closing the door on
anything,” he said.

Senate Minority Leader
Charles Schumer, D-N.Y.,
said Democrats stood
ready to work with Trump
to x Obamacare if he is
willing to drop attempts to
repeal the law and not un-
dermine it. He warned that

Trump is destined to “lose
again” on other parts of his
agenda if he remains be-
holden to conservative
Republicans.

“If he changes, he could
have a different presi-
dency,” Schumer said. “But
he’s going to have to tell
the Freedom Caucus and
the hard-right special
wealthy interests who are
dominating his presidency
... he can’t work with them,
and we’ll certainly look at
his proposals.”

Their comments came
after another day of nger-
pointing among Republi-
cans, both subtle and not-
so subtle. On Saturday,
Trump urged Americans in
a tweet to watch Judge Jea-
nine Pirro’s program on
Fox that night. She led her
show by calling for House
Speaker Paul Ryan to re-
sign, blaming him for de-
feat of the bill in the GOP-
controlled chamber.

Priebus described the
two events as “coinciden-
tal,” insisting that Trump
was helping out a friend by
plugging her show and no

“preplanning” occurred.
“He doesn’t blame Paul
Ryan,” Priebus said. “In
fact, he thought Paul Ryan
worked really hard. He en-
joys his relationship with
Paul Ryan, thinks that Paul
Ryan is a great speaker of
the House.”

A spokeswoman for
Ryan, AshLee Strong, said
Ryan and Trump spoke for
nearly an hour Saturday and
again on Sunday about mov-
ing forward, saying “their re-
lationship is stronger than
ever right now.” In their Sun-
day conversation, Trump
“was clear his tweet had
nothing to do with the
speaker,” Strong said.

The White House faces a
tall task in gaining support
for its congressional
agenda. Trump, for in-
stance, now lacks the sav-
ings anticipated from the
health care bill to help pay
for tax cuts, while ex-
pected legislation to invest
$1 trillion in roads and in-
frastructure and to cut
down on illegal immigra-
tion will likely need sup-
port from Democrats.
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